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The overall command of operations against the rebels was en~
trusted to his foster-brother Aziz Koka,* a general whose loyalty
was as great as his skill in the art of warfare. He was instructed
to be resilient in his approaches, but to be firm and even ruthless
in safeguarding the realm. Bloodshed was to be avoided if possi-
ble, but no human considerations were to be allowed to come in
the way of calling a halt to the designs of the rebels. Aziz Koka,
was successful in fulfilling this delicate mission. Masum Khan and
his companions-in-arms soon realized the futility of armed resis-
tance to the Mughal might, and ran for the safety of isolated re-
mote pockets of rebellion. Koka held the eastern provinces firmly
while the Emperor proceeded to the west on the biggest and most
hazardous military campaign of his career.
The situation aroused in Akbar an unprecedented will to conquer.
An army of fifty thousand cavalry, five hundred elephants, a host
of infantry estimated at two hundred thousand, a thousand pieces
of heavy and medium-size guns, and an uncounted number of
camp-followers was put on the alert. This prodigious assemblage
of men and animals along with unlimited provisions of food and
war equipment moved out of Fatehpur on 8 February 1581, like
a composite, well-oiled machine. In the conception, planning and
execution of this colossal military movement, the organizational
genius of Akbar came into full play. No detail was too minor to
be left to others; he inspected and approved himself every section
of the expeditionary force before the marching orders were given.
Prince Salim, who was then twelve, and Prince Murad, a year
younger, headed the royal entourage. Seventeen ladies of the royal
harem also were part of the entourage.
Raja Man Singh was sent in advance to take charge of the-
governorship of Punjab and the entire Sind region. His brother,,
the valiant Suraj Singh, was given command of the advance guard*
A galaxy of Muslim and Rajput generals were summoned to take
part in the expedition. Among them were Mirza Yusuf Khan,
Abdur Rahim Khan-i-Khanan, Saiyed Muhammad Khan, Rai Rai
Singh, Rai Durga Prasad, Rai Madan Mohan Chauhan, Raja Balka
Rai, Raja Ramchand, Thakur Sain Das, Prithi Raj, Ram Dass,
*Aziz Khan Koka was a foster-brother of Akbar. His father Shams-ud-
Din Khan Ataka, was Hamida Banu Begum's faithful attendant during.
Humayun's flight from India in 1542.